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... is an enjoyable first entry in what I hope will be a series. I’m

looking forward to spending time with the cast of characters

(and they are characters literally and metaphorically) again."

– Ilene Schneider, author the best-selling Talking Dirty – in Yiddish?SelectionSelectionSelection
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“READERS WILL COME AWAY WITH A ROBUST
EDUCATION IN BLACK LOVE AND

LITERATURE.” 
- KIRKUS REVIEW (STARRED)
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N O M I N A T I O N S  F O R
S E P T E M B E R

M O N T H L Y  S E L E C T I O N
Each month Mocha Girls Read members select one

book to nominate for our monthly selection.  To make

the nomination process easier, we will give you a

theme for the upcoming month.  This way we can mix

up the genre, authors, & themes.  All you have to do is

add your book nomination to our site from 8/4/2025

to 8/10/2025. Then from 8/11/2025 to 8/17/2025,

the polls will be open for voting.  The book with the

most votes wins!

The winner will be announced on 8/18/2025.

Theme for SEPTEMBER

BLACK MUSIC

(Any book by or about a musician.)

*Remember one nomination and three votes per person.*

A U G U S T R A V A G A N Z A !A U G U S T R A V A G A N Z A !

Get ready, Mocha Girls, because AUGUSTRAVAGANZA! is

back and better than ever for 2025! This August, we're

dedicating the entire month to YOU – think fun, growth, and

good vibes, all from the comfort of your own space.

We've got a fantastic lineup of activities designed to keep

us connected and entertained, even when we're apart. Get

ready for: 

📖 Reading Adventures: Dive into new stories and

discussions!🚶‍♀️ Wellness Walks: Get those steps in and

enjoy the outdoors! 💡 Learning Labs: Discover something

new and expand your horizons! ☕ Sip & Swap: Connect,

chat, and swap some books! ...and so much more!

All the exciting details and links to join the fun will be

posted right here:  https://www.meetup.com/pro/mocha-

girls-read

Let's make this August unforgettable!

https://www.meetup.com/pro/mocha-girls-read
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M O C H A   G I R L S   R E A D

Celebrate what your hair can do! This joyful, rhyming
picture book invites diverse girls and boys to embrace
their natural hair with an uplifting reminder of their

self-worth.

2024 HEIRLOOM BOOK CLUB AWARD WINNER2024 HEIRLOOM BOOK CLUB AWARD WINNER

I was tempted to give this no rating because 6 stars wasn’t an option. I’m gonna let myself sleep

on it but I can safely say this is my favorite book of the year (MAYBEEEE of all time) this is a

masterpiece. - Mocha Girl Kaylah

This book really is 10 stars. I really don't even know what to say. The story was just that good.

WOW. - Mocha Girl Brittany

I'm emotionally exhausted!  Tananarive Due put me through it. I've been both eagerly anticipating

this book and terrified to read it. The Reformatory may be Fiction but it's based on a real place The

Dozier School for Boys. If you want to hate humanity Google what took place there. I always find

real life more horrifying than Fiction. - Mocha Girl Erin

Mocha Girls please take a minute to leave a review of our books of the month on Amazon and/or Goodreads.

Make sure your voice is heard.   The authors appreciate it too.

When eldest son Roman Carruthers is summoned home after his father’s car

accident, he finds his younger brother, Dante, in debt to dangerous criminals

and his sister, Neveah, exhausted from holding the family―and the family

business―together. Neveah and their father, who run the Carruthers

Crematorium in the run-down central Virginia town of Jefferson Run, see death

up close every day. But mortality draws even closer when it becomes clear

that the crash that landed their father in a coma was no accident and Dante’s

recklessness has placed them all in real danger.

Roman, a financial whiz with a head for numbers and a talent for making his

clients rich, has some money to help buy his brother out of trouble. But in his

work with wannabe tough guys, he’s forgotten that there are real gangsters

out there. As his bargaining chips go up in smoke, Roman realizes that he has

only one thing left to offer to save his brother: himself, and his own particular

set of skills.

Roman begins his work for the criminals while Neveah tries to uncover the

long-ago mystery of what happened to their mother, who disappeared when

they were teenagers. But Roman is far less of a pushover than the gangsters

realize. He is willing to do anything to save his family. Anything.

Because everything burns.

A W A R D  W I N N I N G  B O O K  C L U B
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Our Thoughts

King of Ashes by S.A. Cosby

“ . . King of Ashes takes its
cue from The Godfather– an
ailing patriarch, a family

falling apart and a son who
comes back home to hold it
all together.” ―NPR.com
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