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 “We are a group of black women who 
love to read, want to read more and meet 

likeminded women.” 

August Nomination 

Join Mocha Girl Classy 
in our Facebook group 
every Wednesday for a 
weekly Q&A as well as 
a read-a-long schedule 

to help you along.    

Each month Mocha Girls Read members select one book to 
nominate for the book of the month.  To make the nomination 

process easier, we will give you a theme for the upcoming month.  
This way we can mix up the genre, authors, and themes.  All you 
have to do is add your monthly book nomination to the site from 

7/9/2018 to 7/15/2018.  Then from 7/16/2018 to 7/22/2018 the polls will 
be open for voting.  The book with most votes wins!  The winner 

will be announced on 7/23/2018. 

Theme for July: “Member’s Choice” 
(Any book.) 

*Remember one nomination and three votes per person.* 

Book Club Swag Summer Sale is 
going on now.  Did you have your 
book club swag?  T-shirt? Book 

bag? 

If not this is the perfect time to get it.  
Use this coupon code 

ZSUMMERSALEZ to get 15% off 
of everything on the site. 

Go to zazzle.com/mochagirlsread 

Book Club Swag 
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A young girl in Harlem 
discovers slam poetry as a 
way to understand her 
mother’s religion and her 
own relationship to the 
world. Debut novel of 
renowned slam poet 
Elizabeth Acevedo. 
Xiomara Batista feels 
unheard and unable to hide 
in her Harlem 
neighborhood. Ever since 
her body grew into curves, 
she has learned to let her 
fists and her fierceness do 
the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she 
pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages 
of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself 
like prayers—especially after she catches feelings 
for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her 
family can never know about. With Mami’s 
determination to force her daughter to obey the laws 
of the church, Xiomara understands that her 
thoughts are best kept to herself. 
So when she is invited to join her school’s slam 
poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever 
attend without her mami finding out, much less 

 
 

Mocha Girl Maya:  I compare 
this book to three things: the 

Snow White story, Passing by 
Nellie Larsen and a bell curve 

that you learned in math 
class. There is the Snow 

White angle (which is going to 
be obvious in this story and is 

hinted in the previews) 
because you have the 

stepmother jealous of the 
stepdaughter and her looks. 

This story reminded me of Passing because in 
both books, the African-American characters are 

so light-skinned that they can pass for White. And 
the comparison of the bell curve because this 

book started of slow, got really good in the 
middle, and went downhill heading towards the 

end. And the ending was....was...weird. 

Mocha Girl Constance: The 
middle lagged. but the final 
battle scene was really good.  

I liked how the author 
eventually dealt with race 

and gender. 
I want to write a book all 

about 90s black shows and 
hip hop references now. 

Mocha Girl Kat: Wow this 
may very well be the best 

Science Fiction novel I’ve read in a very long time! 

Mocha Girl Tasha: I can't write anything about this 
book that hasn't been written before. Just go read 

it. It's that good. I'm not embarrassed to admit that 
I'm old enough to appreciate most of the pop 
culture bits that were referenced in the book. 

Mocha Girls please take a minute to leave a review of 
our sponsored book of the month on Amazon 

and/or Goodreads.   

Make sure your voice is heard!  The authors 
appreciate it too.     

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo  

June’s Book of the Month  

A big “Thank You” to our Sponsors 


