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 “We are a group of black women who 
love to read, want to read more and meet 

likeminded women.” 

April Nomination 

 

Each month Mocha Girls Read members select one book to 
nominate for the book of the month.  To make the nomination 

process easier, we will give you a theme for the upcoming month.  
This way we can mix up the genre, authors, and themes.  All you 
have to do is add your monthly book nomination to the site from 
3/5/2018 to 3/11/2018.  Then from 3/11/2018 to 3/18/2018 the polls will 
be open for voting.  The book with most votes wins!  The winner 

will be announced on 3/19/2018. 

Theme for April: “Asian Author” 
(Any book that is written by an Asian Author.) 

*Remember one nomination and three votes per person.* 

AMAZON.COM 
Do you buy your book of the month 
from Amazon?  Do you buy other 

items, gifts, or movies from Amazon? 

Mocha Girls Read is an affiliate of 
Amazon and now receives 6% of 

your spending total.  How does this 
work?  First go to 

mochagirlsread.com then click on 
any book cover or on the Amazon ad 
in the menu sidebar.  Anything you 

buy (books and non-books) on 
Amazon’s site will now help our 

little book club.  Don’t worry 
Amazon won’t charge you extra and 
the products don’t cost more, they 
just give us 6% as a Thank You!    
What is the plan for the money?  

The money we raise will help cover 
the cost of purchasing and shipping 
of the books to the winners of our 

website giveaways. 

So shop on Amazon.com and help 
out your favorite book club! 

Join Mocha Girl Classy 
in our Facebook group 
every Wednesday for a 
weekly Q&A as well as 
a read-a-long schedule 

to help you along.    
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Claretta Street the first 
novel by Colette Barris 
is the story of Pacoima, 
a bustling little town in 
the sixties located in the 
San Fernando Valley of 
Southern California. 
Claretta Street follows 
the lives of four young 
African American girls 
known as the “Babies,” 
growing up in the 
vortex of the turbulent 
change of the sixties 
becoming young adults 
in the decadent and 

destructive eighties. Today countless discussions on 
the peril of Black America proliferates the media, 
academia and social scientists in real time; 
propelling this continuous Greek tragedy into the 
main frame of America and the world. However, the 
incendiary foundation and epoch of this unfolding 
disaster must be told and the veil of destruction 
exposed-the eighties. Claretta Street by Colette 
Barris takes the reader on a ride of unbelievable 
clarity and cause, as Denise in ancient griot form 
becomes the voice of the diaspora both prophetic 
and naive. Stripping down in plain view the causes 
and emotions of a time of great hope and sadness to 
preserve through decadence and decline.  
Claretta Street is the story of hope and change 
coupled with the unfortunate forces and 
juxtaposition of man’s inhumanity and struggle all 
the while seeking hope and love. Pacoima provides 
the foundation for Colette Barris’s remarkable 
journey to author, she is a graduate of the University 
of Southern California.  

 
 

Mocha Girl Bernie:  So glad 
this read was a book club 

pick, otherwise I would not 
have selected it. Pastor 

Tucker’s account of how he 
grew up in Compton, served 

as a congressman in 
Washington D.C and ended 
up in court fighting for his 

freedom is an interesting one.   

Mocha Girl Tawnya:  As a 
member of Mocha Girls Read, 

I love a good story. I wasn’t sure what to expect 
from this autobiography, but I was pleasantly 

surprised by the author’s family history and his 
life. His strong Christian faith and moral compass 

guided him through some seriously murky 
waters. I found myself quickly captivated by both 

his rise to power and his unforeseen fall. His 
resilience and perseverance are inspirational. I 

enjoyed the true story as it unfolded and revealed 
unexpected twists and turns.  

Mocha Girl Maya: I liked the 
characters and I thought the 
author had a good concept 

for the story. I wish the 
characters were more 

complex. Its a plain story 
about everyday life, but I 
needed more. There was 

never a wow moment. I felt 
like the author puts the 

reader on a chase waiting for 
something grand to happen. 

Mocha Girl Rakeesha: Totally captivating story!!! I 
love Charley's move from LA to the other LA, 

Louisiana. :) This book really took me on a 
journey, which is what I need books to do.  

Mocha Girls please take a minute to leave a 
review of our sponsored book of the month on 

Amazon and/or Goodreads.   

Make sure your voice is heard!     

Claretta Street by Colette Barris 

March’s Book of the Month  


