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 “We are a group of black women who 
love to read, want to read more and 

meet likeminded women.” 

December Nomination 
Each month Mocha Girls Read members select one book to nominate 
for the book of the month.  To make the nomination process easier, we 
will give you a theme for the upcoming month.  This way we can mix 
up the genre, authors, and themes.  All you have to do is add your 
monthly book nomination to the site from 11/9/2015 to 11/15/2015.  
Then from 11/16/2015 to 11/22/2015 the polls will be open for voting.  
The book with most votes wins!  The winner will be announced on 
11/23/2014. 

Theme for December: “Graphic Novels” 

(Any graphic novel.) 

*Remember one nomination and three votes per person.*  

 

If you haven’t already, check out our 
Facebook page.  Soon we will be using the 
Mocha Girls Read Facebook page for online 

book club meetings and general chit chat 
as well as hosting giveaways.   
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

FACEBOOK  

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED! 

As Mocha Girls Read grows so do our 
needs.  If you would like to help out 

please email me at alysiallen@yahoo.com 
if you are interested. 

Right now we are looking for the 
following an Event Planner, Facebook/ 
Twitter hostesses, Co-Organizer for Los 

Angeles, CA. and Co-Organizer for 
Waldrof, MD. 

Image from the Westwood Public Library (Westwood, MA) website 
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Forty Acres by Dwayne Alexander Smith 

Mocha Girls Read Reviews 
 

Mocha Girl Imani:  When 
Dad Killed Mom is pretty 
self-explanatory. The dad 
kills the mom of this little 

boy named Jeremy and this 
girl named Jenna. This book 

was kind of confusing at 
first, however. The first 

chapter (there are alternating 
POV) is Jeremy and he's all 
sweet and innocent. Next 

chapter is Jenna and she's a 
teenager and she starts 

talking about drawing her 
private parts???? Very 

random. But anyway, I liked the concept of this story 
and I think more people should know about this book 

because it is a very interesting scenario. Also, the 
author surprised me. When I used to see this book at 
the library, I would recognize Lester's name. Most 
times he writes historical stuff and I was thinking, 
"well he couldn't have written this. This is about 

white people!” Ha! And I didn't read this not 
knowing it was the same Lester whose writing I 

usually enjoy. Eventually I checked this book out and 
realized the above mentioned. The only real criticism 

I have of this book is I think Lester may have been 
trying a little too hard to write this realistic fiction 
story and his writing was a little clumsy at times. 

Other than that, great plot! 

Mocha Girl Akirah:  This book 
drove me crazy! There were 

amazing moments in the book: 
moments where I was just truly 

shocked and excited. Times 
where I would tell my friends and 
family that Octavia Butler is one 

of the greatest writers to have 
ever lived. However, there were 

times where struggled to get 
through. The internal dialogue in 
this book is oftentimes long and 
repetitive. I found myself saying 

"Wrap it up, B" in the Dave 
Chappelle type of way.  

What did you think of the book of the month?  Let 
us know and we will add it to the newsletter.  Send 

your reviews to mochagirl@email.com 

What if overcoming the 
legacy of American slavery 
meant bringing back that 
very institution? A young 
black attorney is thrown 

headlong into controversial 
issues of race and power in 

this page-turning and 
provocative new novel. 

 
Martin Grey, a smart, 
talented black lawyer 

working out of a storefront 
in Queens, becomes 

friendly with a group of 
some of the most powerful, wealthy, and esteemed 

black men in America. He’s dazzled by what they’ve 
accomplished, and they seem to think he has the 

potential to be as successful as they are. They invite 
him for a weekend away from it all—no wives, no cell 
phones, no talk of business. But far from home and cut 
off from everyone he loves, he discovers a disturbing 

secret that challenges some of his deepest 
convictions… 

 
Martin finds out that his glittering new friends are part 
of a secret society dedicated to the preservation of the 
institution of slavery—but this time around, the black 

men are called “Master.” Joining them seems to 
guarantee a future without limits; rebuking them 
almost certainly guarantees his death. Trapped 

inside a picture-perfect, make-believe world that 
is home to a frightening reality, Martin must find 

a way out that will allow him to stay alive 
without becoming the very thing he hates. 

 
A novel of rage and compassion, good and evil, 
trust and betrayal, Forty Acres is the thought-

provoking story of one man’s desperate attempt 
to escape the clutches of a terrifying new moral 

order. 

November’s Book of the Month  


